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About us

The Register Forum is the official student-run newspaper of the
Cambridge Rindge & Latin School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Established in 1891 as the C. M. T. S. Register, the Register Forum is one of the oldest continually-published high school 
student newspapers in the United States. It encompasses not only CRLS—which represents 83 different countries and is 

consistently ranked as a top 75 high school by Boston Magazine—, but also the High School Extension Program and the 
Rindge School of Technical Arts. The paper is published in print and online at registerforum.org, which is updated with the 

same content once a month, with the addition of ocassional “Online Exclusives.” 
Currently, we only offer advertising in print—not online.

8 sections:
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Metro/Nation/World
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Print Advertising
The Register Forum is published as a 16 to 24-page newspaper at the end of each month, from September to May. 500 copies are dis-
tributed for free to students and staff at Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, along with the Cambridge School Committee and 
the Superintendent’s Office. In the coming months, subscription services will begin in order to increase the range of readership.

$100 will be added to each price 
for color printing

off for full-year packages15%
off for 4+ issue packages10%
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Sample Pages
Below are examples of the Register Forum‘s printed edtions:

Page 20 September 2018

By 
Max Davis

Sports Editor

The CRLS Falcons 
football season opened at 
home on the newly reno-
vated turf surface at Russell 
Field on Friday September 
7th. 

The team was watched 
by many eager CRLS stu-
dents who were ready to 
show their school spirit. 
The energy was high from 
the beginning with the play-
ers eager to show their tal-
ents against the Arlington 
Spy Ponders. 

The Falcons couldn’t 
get anything started in the 
first half and went into the 
locker room down 30-0. 
The team had experienced 
a couple of close calls in 
the red zone but had yet to 
score. 

Still, the Cambridge 
students had not lost hope. 
The sea of black and silver 
cheered on their team until 
the very end.

The team came out re-
focused after some crucial 
halftime adjustments. The 

defense got beat but then 
made a few great stands. 
However, the offense strug-
gled to move the ball in the 
second half and the Falcons 
fell 37-0. 

Senior Tariq Lucona 
said, “the game was quite 
an upset, it definitely wasn’t 
what we were expecting.” 
Lucona, a team captain and 
a star receiver, says that it’s 
on the offense to pick up the 
pace and get the team on 
track to win. 

While the night wasn’t 
the outcome the football 
team had wanted, it was 
clear that Blackout was 
great for the fans who to 
showed up to support. Ju-
nior Owen Fowler said, “it 
was a sick atmosphere. The 
game helped rally a lot of 
people from the school.”

Sophomore Nyzharee 
Winbush echoed that sen-
timent, “even though the 
team lost, the school was 
united and we were cheerful 
for our school.” 

The Falcon pride was 
obviously evident in the 
metal bleachers for the 
football season’s first home 
game.

Blackout is Back: Students Rally in Support
CRLS Falcons Play Watertown Raiders in First Home Game of the Season

SPORTSSPORTS

Photos by Sakib Asraf

Varsity Football Schedule
 Friday, September 28th:
Cambridge @ Waltham

 Friday, October 19th:
 Cambridge @ Acton-Boxborough

Friday, October 12th:
East Bridgewater @ Cambrige

Friday, October 5th: 
Westford @ Cambridge

Wednesday, November 21st: 
Cambridge @ Somerville

GAMES AND HUMORGAMES AND HUMORPage 16 September 2018

 Falcons
Rhodes

Chromebook
Homeroom

Alumni

September Word Search

Word Search by Cecilia Barron, William Reed

CRLS RESPONDS:
What did you do this 

summer?

Ross McNeil
Class of 2020

“I went to Maine 
a couple times and 
went on a climbing 

trip.”

Ella Henry
Class of 2021

“I worked at 
Oleana during the 
early mornings. I 

also hung out with a 
lot of friends.”

Gelle Suleyman
Class of 2021

“I played basket-
ball and had a good 
time watching the 

World Cup.” 

By Cecilia Barron, Graham Quigley

Cardinal Robinson
Class of 2019

“I did an internship 
at the Foresight Insti-
tute, which is microbi-

ology research.”

 Primaries
Scooters

Astroworld
Blackout

Kaepernick

Word Bank

Chris Velez
Class of 2022
“Over the summer, I 
traveled to New York 

to visit family and 
played soccer.”

Sydney Down
Class of 2020

“I worked for a 
non-profit promoting 

biodiversity in 
[Boston].”

Isabel Stern
Class of 2020

“I went on a day- 
long road trip across 

California.”

OUTFITS OF THE MONTH

ALYSSA FILERMAN ’19

BEN SURRETTE ’19

Have an outfit you want 
to submit? Send a photo 

to registerforum@cpsd.us 
to appear in next month’s 

issue!

Bringing you the hottest looks
 of the halls, all year long!

AROUND SCHOOLAROUND SCHOOL September 2018Page 6

Ms. Ossia is new to CRLS this year, 
teaching HN French 5 and AP 
French. She was born in Iran, grew 
up in France, and now lives in the 
United States.

Register Forum: What factors in-
fluenced your decision to come to 
CRLS?
Nelly Ossia: I’ve always taken 
great interest in a school’s mission 
statement and was particularly in-
trigued to find out that Rindge’s 
motto, “Opportunity, Diversity, and 
Respect,” was developed by the 
students themselves. The first word, 
“opportunity,” was aligned with 
what I saw in this school: a strong 
commitment from various stake-
holders—administration, teachers, 
parents, and students—to make 
sure that this opportunity of getting 
a well-rounded education is acces-
sible to all. I have met with dedi-
cated staff members and am eager 
to become part of this community. 

RF: What was your path lead-
ing up to your current position at 
CRLS?
NO: I worked at the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization, and received a 
scholarship from Rice University in 

Houston to attend graduate school. 
I received my Ph.D. in French and 
Francophone Studies and was ap-
pointed as an Instructional Assistant 
Professor of French studies at the 
University of Houston. I moved to 
the Greater Boston area about two 
years ago. I went back to [graduate] 
school to earn a MAT in Modern 
Language Education from BU. I did 

my student teaching at Lexington 
High School. I have basically been 
in a school setting all my life.  

RF: You aren’t a native French 
speaker; when and where did you 
learn French, and how was that 
experience?
NO: I learned French at school. I 

was five years old when my par-
ents left Iran and settled in Paris. 
I remember that I had a conflicted 
relationship with French. I had the 
impression that I was losing my 
identity while learning that lan-
guage at school. The cultural shock 
was quite vivid.

RF: What is the most difficult 

concept for you to teach in a lan-
guage?
NO: Suspending one’s judgement 
to appreciate the diversity of cul-
tures and ways of being and living. 
The world does not revolve around 
Western cultures and beliefs, and it 
is essential to retain an open mind 
when we encounter different cus-

toms. 
RF: What is the most attractive 
aspect of teaching for you?
NO: I just love interacting with stu-
dents. I learn so much from them. 
Students are navigating through 
so many worlds, and I always feel 
grateful when I have the opportuni-
ty to get a glimpse of their various 
backgrounds and communities. 

RF: What are the biggest differ-
ences between schools here and in 
France?
NO: The American school system 
is very different from the French 
system. What I really like here is 
the focus on building relationships 
between students and teachers. My 
colleagues back in France never had 
office hours, and my school did not 
have Community Meetings where 
students have the opportunity to 
enrich their bonds with their teach-
ers. Another huge difference is all 
the standardized tests that students 
have to take in the U.S., which is 
very overwhelming. 

RF: What are your impressions of 
CRLS, and what are some goals 
you hope to achieve here?
NO: This is week three for me at 
Rindge, so I am learning every day. 
I can always count on someone to 
cheer me up or give me precious 
advice! My goal is to build connec-
tions within the school’s commu-
nity and beyond.

Nelly Ossia: Building Franco-English Bridges with an Iranian Twist
By 

Alexander Deng
Contributing Writer

New Teacher Spotlight: Dr. Eva Lam

Dr. Lam teaches AP World 
History and AP Compara-
tive Government. She is also 
a 2010 Rhodes Scholar, an 
international postgraduate 
scholarship for students to 
study at Oxford University. 

Register Forum: Why did 
you want to be a teacher?
Dr. Eva Lam: I went to big 
public school in Milwaukee 
which was 
very diverse, 
and I think 
one of the 
things I start-
ed to figure 
out as I got to high school 
was that your odds of get-
ting one of the really good 
teachers was way higher if 
you had other advantages in 
your life, which I did. … I 
wanted to be a teacher be-
cause it’s fun and I’m really 
nerdy and I get to be nerdy 
in front of people all day ev-
ery day and get money for 
it, which is nice. But I also 
think there’s an important 

By 
Willa Frank

Contributing Writer

social purpose to teaching 
[because] teachers can do a 
lot of good if they are com-
petent in the right place, and 
I wanted to be useful as well 
as have fun. 

RF: If you could teach any 
class in the world, what 
would it be?
EL: Comparative Govern-
ment is actually the class 
that I always wanted to 
teach, so I really lucked out 
getting that assigned to me. 
… It’s just so cool to not be 
stuck in American politics 

which is what American 
schools tend to do and it’s 
really interesting to learn 
beyond the stereotypes.

RF: Why did you decide 
to come to CRLS?
EL: I’ve been in Cambridge 
for close to ten years now. 
I came to college here, I 
left for a little bit and I was 
teaching at a charter school 
in Cambridge for the past 

five years, and I just always 
heard great things about 
CRLS. I knew a couple kids 
in college who had actually 
gone here and spoke really 
[highly] of the experience 
and who were also just re-
ally really well intellectual-
ly prepared. I was definitely 
very impressed. Any kid 
who can come to college 
and hit the ground running 
is pretty academically im-
pressive. 
 
RF: How has being a 
Rhodes Scholar impacted 

your life?
EL: I got su-
per lucky. 
I think the 
Rhodes was 
just a tremen-

dous opportunity. I don’t 
think anybody should get 
a really big head about it 
because there’s always a 
couple hundred people who 
are really qualified for that 
scholarship in the United 
States every year … and the 
best advice I got going into 
the interview process was 
that whether you get it or 
not partly depends on what 
you had for breakfast that 

Dr. Lam teaches AP World History and AP Comparative Government.
Photo Credit:  Sakib Asraf

Ms. Ossia learned French in school after having moved there from Iran.
Photo Credit: Sakib Asraf

day. … There’s an element 
of sheer luck from which I 
definitely benefited. … The 
experience was just amaz-
ing, I mean I got to spend 
three years in Oxford. … 
It’s a beautiful city. I had 
this amazing intellectual 
experience—I was hanging 
out with this community of 
people who had incredibly 
diverse backgrounds and 
academic interests and non-
academic interests. We had 
absolutely the best dinner 
conversations of anywhere 
I’ve ever been and I got 
a doctoral degree for free 

which was also cool… So, 
I lucked out!

RF: What advice do you 
have for students?
EL: I think when you’re 17, 
it’s hard to take perspective 
on how much of your life is 
still ahead of you, so I think 
the number one thing is 
that, if plans change, that’s 
fine. You’ll go to college, 
and you’ll change your ma-
jor seven times and you’ll 
change your career plan 
twelve times. … It’s gonna 
feel like a big crisis every 
time, but it’s gonna be fine.

“Teachers can do a lot of good if they 
are competent in the right place, and I 

wanted to be useful as well as have fun.”

Extended versions of both interviews can be
found online at registerforum.org.

OPINIONOPINIONPage 12 September 2018

By 
Katie Green

Head Copyeditor

“Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
High School” has always been a 
mouthful. Of course, there are ways 
around this—an acronym that is 
“CRLS” the most common. How-
ever, one of the most common nick-
names, heard both in the halls and 
within offices, is simply “Rindge.”

This particular shortcut has 
garnered a significant amount of 
annoyance from CRLS alumni who 
attended its predecessor school, 
Cambridge High and Latin, simply 
due to the omission of “Latin.” But 
is leaving it out really that much of 
a statement? Maybe not conscious-
ly, but calling CRLS just “Rindge” 
defeats the entire purpose of a con-
flict that occurred specifically to 
keep “Latin” in the name.

Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
originates 
from two 
C a m -
b r i d g e 
h i g h 
s choo l s : 
R i n d g e 
Technical School and Cambridge 
High and Latin School. Rindge 
Tech was founded in 1888 as 
the Cambridge Manual Training 
School, only enrolling boys. Its 
building still exists in CRLS, al-
beit renovated. High and Latin was 
a co-ed school created in 1910 and 
provided more traditional education 

compared to Rindge Tech. Modern 
CRLS does not use any of its facili-
ties, as they were torn down.

In 1974, mostly due to the 
High and Latin building’s deterio-
rating state, the Cambridge School 
Committee voted for it to merge 
with Rindge Tech. It was also de-
cided that the name of the new 
school would derive only from the 
latter; Frederick Rindge, the man it 
was named after, had initially do-
nated the land where both schools 
were located.

This decision was met with 
significant backlash from High and 
Latin students and staff, who felt 
their identity would be erased. Just 
days after the announcement, 610 
students and faculty signed a peti-
tion to keep High and Latin in the 
school’s name. 

Even so, the merger continued 
as planned, ignoring the outcry. The 
students only got more persistent—
they organized several walkouts 

and pro-
tests, con-
t i n u i n g 
to con-
test the 
S c h o o l 
Commit-

tee, until administrators saw no 
choice other than to combine the 
two names. It had been made clear 
to them that both student bodies had 
unique demographics, extracurricu-
lars, mascots, mottos, histories—
and, overall, equally important 
identities. In 1978, the Committee 
decided on Cambridge Rindge and 

Latin. 
From their sheer persistence, 

it’s obvious that High and Latin 
students pushing for their inclusion 
saw importance in securing their 
name. It wasn’t just a recommenda-
tion to them, it was a requirement. 
Otherwise, only Rindge Tech would 
be actively acknowledged as CRLS 
history.

Today, however, what they 
fought to avoid seems like the real-
ity—High and Latin is only further 
forgotten as it’s kept out of the di-
minutive. The last students of High 
and Latin won the fight for their 
representation, but how can their 
mark stay when CRLS students or 
staff do not refer to it as Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin? 

There’s no way to force peo-
ple to change how they speak—at 
least, not without resistance. But, I 

do believe there is an importance to 
acknowledging our entire school’s 
name. Even to a 16-year-old as my-
self, it feels a bit backwards to re-
duce the name of the school when 
so much effort was put into exactly 
the opposite. If we ignore former 
students’ effort, it disrespects years 
of debate that led to our school be-
coming what it is today. 

The least we can do to ac-
knowledge the conflict and history 
behind our school’s name is to sat-
isfy both parts of it in print—that 
is, not referring to our school only 
as “Rindge” in the Register Forum 
and in other school-produced writ-
ings. 

I understand the inconvenienc-
es that come with a name as long 
as our school’s, but there are sev-
eral other ways to shorten it without 
omitting the part most fought for. 

We Are Not Just “Rindge”

Today, what past students at 
High and Latin fought

to avoid seems like the reality.

610 students and facuty signed a petition in 1974 to keep Latin in the school’s name.
Photo Credit: Grace Ramsdell 

Will the New Homeroom Rules Fix Absence Issues?
By 

Nicholas Howe
Contributing Writer

“In my homeroom,
the teachers have to
force us to speak.”

In early July, Principal Smith 
sent out an email announcing 
that the administration would be 
“changing the content and structure 
of CMs next school year.” Students 
haven’t seen homeroom as a neces-
sary class, and due to this lack of 
accountability, homeroom is set to 
become pass/fail—and failure to 
attend homeroom will now be pun-
ished with a detention. 

While the changes try to solve 
the issues with homeroom—such 
as the frequent absences and lack of 
accountability—in the end, they’re 
just not going to be enough to make 
students go. 

As the sum-
mer progressed, 
more ques-
tions began to 
arise as students 
wondered what 
homeroom would be like in the 
2018-2019 school year.

When asked about the new 

homeroom rules, Principal Smith 
stated that the rules were meant to 
resolve the issue of the amount of 
students in the hallways and off 
campus during homeroom. Prin-
cipal Smith also men-
tioned that all of the 
new rules would not be 
implemented until early 
October. 

Principal Smith’s 
reasons for the new rules are under-
standable, as a lack of attendance 
leads to a lack of funding, but will 
these new rules really help increase 
attendance? I think that there are 
definitely pros and cons to the new 
homeroom rules. However, I think 
some critical issues with the cur-
rent state of homeroom were not 
addressed.

While the new rules offer a 
reason to not 
skip homeroom, 
there is still no 
good incentive to 
go to homeroom. 
Simply put, stu-

dents still do not see the purpose of 
homeroom. “For me, homeroom is 
about doing homework; discussions 

in my homeroom are always dead,” 
says junior Laura Luna. Luna’s ex-
perience isn’t uncommon; many 
homerooms have trouble getting 
students to participate in lively dis-

cussions. “In my homeroom, the 
teachers have to force us to speak,” 
adds Tori Thompson ’20. The ad-
ministration’s idea to incorporate 
suggested discussion topics doesn’t 
sound appealing for many, as for 
lots of students the idea of discus-
sions in homeroom is synonymous 
with awkward silence. 

Trying to get students to inter-
act and bond in homeroom will in-
evitably fail like it has in the past—
to get kids interested in homeroom, 
the administration will have to come 
from a completely different angle.  

One such angle was introduced 
in the email as well: Opportunity 
to Improve goals, or OTIs, which 
will be implemented on Thursdays 
and Fridays. During these periods, 

students can go to the library, meet 
with teachers, and essentially use 
the time how they feel best fit.

“I like that idea,” says Mi-
kayla O’Connor, a sophomore. “I 

need CM to do 
my homework!” 
The OTIs repre-
sent a new idea for 
homeroom which 
is much better re-

ceived by students, as many think 
that it’s what homeroom already 
sort of was: a chance to do what you 
need to do. I think that students be-
ing able to use the fifteen minutes to 
do what they need for the rest of the 
period is what homeroom should 
have been. 

Having small breaks in be-
tween your classes is really a life-
saver, as when students have only 
a four-minute break between one 
hundred and sixty minutes of class, 
students can start to fade and end 
up missing important information. 
I think that the OTIs will be real-
ly beneficial for students when the 
rules take full effect in October, and 
think that the new rules represent a 
good change for homeroom.

Students being able to use the fifteen
minutes to do what they need for the rest of the

period is what homeroom should have been.
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Policies & guidelines

The Register Forum unfortunately does not currently provide designing services for advertisements. We require advertisers to provide the 
staff with a design which they are comfortable printing.

Design

Print advertisements must be suitable for the appropriate advertisement size (see page 4). If purchasing in black and white, the color of the 
provided ad does not matter. If purchasing in color, the ad must be in color. Preferences in placement will be consulted but not guaranteed. 

Advertisers must email registerforum@cpsd.us in the first two weeks of every month to get an advertisement approved. The Register 
Forum requires that advertisements be in JPG or PNG format (no Photoshop, PDF, GIF, etc.). Final versions of advertisements must be 
emailed to the Register Forum by the 20th of each month.

Submission

The Register Forum accepts cash or checks and money orders payable to “CRLS Register Forum.” First-time advertisers must complete 
payments by the 20th of each month. Returning advertisers must complete payments on the day of distribution (usually the last day of each 
month). The Register Forum is not responsible for retrieving payments.

Payment

Cancellations are not allowed; if the advertiser fails to provide the Register Forum with the advertisement on time, the space will be filled 
and the advertiser will pay the cost of the missing ad. We reserve the right to review and/or reject advertisements if necessary.

Disclaimer
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Please feel free to reach out to the 
Register Forum for more 

information.
We appreciate your interest and look 

forward to working with you!

Room 3401
459 Broadway

Cambridge, MA 02138

www.registerforum.org
registerforum@cpsd.us

Cecilia Barron
Editor-in-Chief

19cbarron@cpsd.us

Sun-Jung Yum
Editor-in-Chief

19syum@cpsd.us

Steven Matteo
Faculty Advisor

smatteo@cpsd.us


